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his adage has been spoken so often that there is a tendency to not really think it 
through. Yes, there is a federal election this year for the Office of President, and 
the decision to vote in said election is immensely important and represents a 

massive influence around the globe. However, pay attention to who is running for the 
local school board, the county commission, the city council, and who are you supporting 
in the mayor or governor’s race? 

These public offices matter and do more to affect our day to day operations than the 
federal executive office. Heck, best be paying attention to who is running for The United 
States Congress. Do you know who speaks for you in The US House of Representatives? 
How about your state representative, your state senator, the commissioner of agriculture? 
These are the very people who make monumental decisions on your behalf, that affect 
your livelihood. Hence, I encourage each of you to seek out your County Commissioner, 
your State Representative, your US Congressman and tell them what you think. It Matters!! 
Your comments and ideas matter. You Matter! Take stock in what has transpired in just 
the past six months... unprecedented! 

As per the last column, our way of life is unique, and there are a great many people 
that would gladly trade spots with you any time and in order to maintain that way of life, 
we must engage with government for that is paramount to our very survival as an industry.

There is a migration of people moving to Tennessee because they have discovered what 
a fantastic place it is to live. We are a hard-working and independent group of wonderful, 
strong, capable members and it is up to us to keep our way of life relevant and in order 
to do that, we must stay in communication with our elected leaders. Stay Local!

“This is the life they are selling, a dream that they want to sell, but you can’t sell this 
– You got to live it, Got to earn it … they’ll never understand.”

– John Dutton, Yellowstone Ranch

Save the Date! We have a fantastic event upcoming on September 10th! 
See page 30 for more details.

Respectfully Submitted,

James Bert Driver
President 
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first time you see a spotted lanternfly you 
immediately say to yourself, “Where did you 
come from?” The inch-long winged adult bug 

has odd markings that are like no other insect you have ever seen. 
Its wings are gray and pinkish with black spots, and the whole 
tip of the wing has unusual stacked rows of black, hyphen-like 
markings (Fig. 1). If you pick it up and turn it over, it doesn’t 
try to bite you. But it does have a long, stout beak that surely 
could pierce tissue of some sort (Fig. 2). Is this the mouthpart 
of a predator that feeds on other insects or does it belong to a 
plant eater?

The insect has six black, sturdy legs arising from the thorax in 
the middle of the body. The abdomen is generally dark although 
the edges on both sides look waxy and yellowish. You can see that 
there is a second pair of wings tucked beneath the outer ones. 
On a hunch, you spread out these wings, just like if you were 
pinning a butterfly in biology class. Like unfurling a flag, you 
can’t believe the pattern on the hind wings. These wings are 
shorter than the front ones. The tips of the wings are carbon 
black for about one-third of their length. Then there is a 

contrasting white triangle and a broad red band at the base with 
faint black spots that seem to mirror the spots on the front wings 
(Fig. 1). This is truly one colorful critter. I suspect that it is 
distasteful to birds and other predators. Black and red or orange 
coloration is often Nature’s warning to tell predators: “Stay 
away, because you will get sick if you make a meal of me!”

Looking through the insect field guide that you got as a kid 
shows you nothing close to this unusual beast. So you take your 
hunt online. Your first search for a “large bug with black spots 
on the wings” offers pictures of many red and black insects, but 
not anything that looks like this. Then you try: “large bug with 
gray and pink wings and black spots images.” Not there among 
the first images, but scrolling deeper… there it is, the spotted 
lanternfly. You probably have never heard of a “lanternfly,” let 
alone a spotted one. This must be one of those invasive pests that 
you have heard about. Indeed, lanternflies are found in China, 
India and Vietnam. Those three countries are major trading 
partners with the U.S. so it makes sense that this hitchhiker was 
somehow accidentally shipped here. And the critter you’ve found 
is not actually a fly at all, but instead is a type of planthopper (1).

Spotted 
Lanternfly

A Pretty But Problematic Pest: 
On the Lookout for the

By Frank Hale, Ph.D., Professor, 
Entomology and Plant Pathology Department, UT Extension

The



Beak – 7mm

Length – 25mm

Fig. 2 – Spotted Lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) beak 8 November 2014. Credit: K. Gardner

Fig. 1 — Spotted lanternfly. 
Credit: H. Raguza, Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture

2
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The first instar juveniles, or nymphs, that hatch from the 
overwintering eggs in late April-early May, are black with white 
spots (2). The second and third instar nymphs look similar but 
become larger with each molt as they continue to develop in 
the spring (Fig. 3). They molt into the fourth instar nymph, 
a striking red with white and black markings, by late spring 
(Fig. 4). The final molt is to the adult and this can occur as 
early as July in Northern Virginia. The adults start laying their 
eggs in September and continue laying eggs into November or 
until killing cold temperatures occur (3). 

Spotted lanternflies were first found in the U.S. in Berks 
County, Pennsylvania and subsequently identified on September 
22, 2014. Your next question is to wonder if it has been found 
in your state? This is a pest of considerable economic concern, so 
it would be good to contact your county Extension agent or the 
state Department of Agriculture. They will know what to do, and 
want to know if these insects are on the move. Across the U.S., 
the experts will be appreciative and want to search the area for 
more of these lanternflies. Step 1: Document where you found 
it. Take a picture of it with your smart phone. The camera on 
your phone will record the date, time, and place (geographic 
coordinates) where the photo was taken. Document how many 
were found. Step 2: It would be very helpful to also write down 
the street address and any other location identifiers that might 
be important. If it/they were found on a plant, take a picture 
of that plant. Step 3: Once you have the details recorded, 
contact the experts so that they learn about your find. Better 
contact your county Extension agent or the state Department 
of Agriculture.

Fig. 4 – Juvenile/4th instar nymph. 
Credit C. Riedel, Virginia Tech 4

Fig. 3 – Juvenile/early instar nymphs. 
Credit D. Pfeiffer, Virginia Tech3
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Not Just a Pretty Wee Beastie
These insects are an important invasive pest and can become 
both a nuisance and injure agricultural crops. Thankfully, spotted 
lanternflies have been found in just a few northeastern states; 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, West Virginia 
and Virginia (4). How could they have gotten here? They are 
thought to have snuck into Pennsylvania as egg masses on some 
cut stone. The adults and nymphs feed on many types of trees 
and vines. In Pennsylvania, current year feeding of established 
populations by adults has caused 80–90% yield reductions of 
grapes while surviving vines fail to set fruit (2). Forest trees 

susceptible to considerable economic damage include soft maple, 
various oak species, and black walnut (5).

Then in September, the females lay groups of eggs on smooth 
surfaces such as tree trunks (Fig. 5), fence posts, rusted steel 
(Fig. 6), cut stone and other objects found in or around the 
woods. The egg masses are composed of several rows of eggs 
covered with a waxy substance that turns beige, cracked and 
weathered over the winter (Fig. 7). The egg masses look like a 
smear of mud and are hard to distinguish on the trunk of a tree 
or on a rock. 

Fig. 6 – Egg masses on a rusted steel barrel. 
Credit: L. Barringer, Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture6Fig. 5 – Egg mass. 

Credit: H. Raguza, Pennsylvania 
Department of Agriculture

5

Fig. 7 – Weathered egg masses. 
Credit D. Pfeiffer, Virginia Tech 7
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The preferred host tree is a tree that came from China years 
ago called the tree of heaven, Ailanthus altissima (Fig. 8). It is 
not a desirable tree species and like a weed, it is widespread in 
the U.S. Spotted lanternflies have been able to feed and develop 
on tree of heaven, chinaberry, hops, black walnut, sawtooth oak, 
butternut, tulip tree, and oriental bittersweet from first instar 
through adult although they were not documented laying eggs 
on any of these hosts (6). Thus, given its wide host range from 
over 70 species of plants (3)(7) (see SideBox) and its favorite tree 
being common, this pest seems to be thriving in the good ol’ 
USA. To make matters worse, while feeding they excrete copious 
amounts of sticky honeydew that drips on everything below 
them (Fig. 9). 

Concluded on page 18

Forest trees susceptible to 
considerable economic damage:

Soft maple, various oak species, and black walnut

Grapevines are susceptible to considerable 
economic damage and vine death

Other common host plants:
American beech, American linden, American sycamore, apple, 
apricot, ash, black cherry, black gum, black locust, burdock, 
bush honeysuckle, butternut, cherry, chinaberry, dogwood, elm, 
English ivy, garlic mustard, grape, hackberry, honeylocust, hops, 
Japanese honeysuckle, Japanese snowbell, mimosa tree, maple, 
multiflora rose, oriental bittersweet, ornamental rose, peach, 
pignut hickory, pine, plum, poison ivy, sassafras, serviceberry, 
smooth sumac, southern magnolia, tree of heaven, tulip tree, 
Virginia creeper, white mulberry, and willow.

Fig. 9 – Adult aggregation feeding with sap and 
honeydew accumulating at the base of the tree 
trunk. Credit E. Swackhamer, Penn State Extension

9

Fig. 8 – Early instar nymphs on tree of heaven. 
Credit S. James, USDA APHIS PPQ 8
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What Can Be Done 
(Now That They’re Already in Parts of the U.S.)?
The Northern Virginia location is the closest one to Tennessee 
where spotted lanternflies have been found. But it’s not too soon 
to be on the lookout! What can be done to stop its spread? Eradi- 
cation efforts have been taking place in Pennsylvania since 2015, 
but the pest has spread from Berks County to many other Pennsyl- 
vania counties and several adjacent states. When an invasive insect 
is introduced into a new region or country, it is important that 
it is discovered and eradicated early before the pest can reproduce 
and spread. Decisions need to be made quickly on whether the 
insect has the potential to become a serious pest or not. State and 
federal regulatory personnel then have to plan and execute their 
response in a timely manner. Given the many pests and diseases 
already here, the continuing progression of new introductions 
each year, and budget constraints, these are not small decisions. 
Even when the decision to attempt eradication is made, those ac- 
tions are not always successful. Sometimes even when eradications 
in one area are successful, repeat introductions to other parts of 
the country can occur, thus calling for further eradication efforts.

Tree of heaven is a principal reproductive host plant for 
spotted lanternflies. This non-native tree is widespread across the 
eastern U.S. Where tree of heaven occurs with spotted lanternfly, 
the tree has been used as a trap tree to corral the invasive pests. 
After first cutting most of the tree of heaven down, those remain- 
ing are treated with a systemic insecticide. The spotted lanternflies 
are still highly attracted to treated tree of heaven, readily feed on 
the trees, and then die by the hundreds (Fig. 10). Unfortunately, 
this pest lays many egg masses on a wide variety of trees, rocks, 
and other upright surfaces in woods, parks, and industrial areas. 
Woods and other natural areas are usually more difficult to 
traverse and they tend to be visited less often. Thus, detection 
of the egg masses or other life stages is problematic. In general, 
eradication is arduous and so far, has not been very successful.

One promising approach to management, called classical 
biological control, begins with scientists who go to regions in the 
pest’s home country and collect parasitoids, predators or pathogens 
that naturally regulate it in their home habitats. These organisms 
are then brought back to quarantine labs in the U.S. where they 
are tested extensively to see if they can control the invasive pest 
in the laboratory. They are also thoroughly tested to see if they 
can be introduced into the wild without having any unforeseen 
negative impacts on native plants, insects, and animals that would 
be present in their introduced environment. If they are deemed 
safe for release, controlled studies are done in outdoor cages, 
before expanding eventually into the wild. 

Two such parasitoids have been brought to quarantine labs 
in the U.S. for testing and show promise for future release. 
Two naturally occurring fungal pathogens of insects, Beauvaria 
bassiana and Batkoa major, have been found in isolated locations 
in the U.S. where they have infected and killed some spotted 
lanternflies (8). While strains of B. bassiana are sold as biopesti- 
cides that can be applied as needed in crop settings, discovery of 
widespread natural control occurring in response to entomopath- 
ogens would be ideal. 
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Fig. 10 – Adults killed by feeding on a sys- 
temic neonicotinoid insecticide-treated tree 
Credit: E. Swackhamer, Penn State Extension
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Feature Story

orseweed (Conyza canadensis), also known as Canadian 
fleabane and marestail, is an herbaceous annual plant 
that is widespread throughout Tennessee and is native 

to a large portion of North America. Horseweed is highly 
adaptable across dry to moist soil, which makes it a problematic 
weed in many crops and sites including agronomic crops, nursery 
crops, and landscapes (Fig. 1). Horseweed plants compete with 
crops for water and nutrients. As horseweed matures, plants can 
eventually shade out and overtake desirable plants. Horseweed 
is also a major weed pest because it has developed resistance to 
several herbicides.

Identifying the Growth Habits of
Horseweed and Its Mechanism of Dispersal

Horseweed seed can germinate in the fall and spring, allowing 
it to persist year round. Plants mature through three stages of 
growth defined as seedling, rosette, and bolting (Fig. 2). Fall- 
germinated seedlings develop into a basal rosette (low-growing 
vegetative state) that survives through the winter, versus spring- 
germinated seedlings that quickly develop into a rosette. In late 
spring, horseweed plants bolt to produce a flowering stalk that 
can reach 4–6 feet in height. In summer, horseweed flowers form 
clusters of small flowers which produce tiny seeds with attached 
tufts (pappus) that allow the seed to be spread by wind like dan- 
delion seeds (Fig. 3). A single horseweed plant can produce up 
to 200,000 seeds. There are reports that horseweed seeds have 
been dispersed by wind over 100 miles, further demonstrating 
the persistent presence of this weed.

H

Management and 
Prevention Strategies for 

Dealing with 
Glyphosate- 

Resistant 
Horseweed

By Anthony Witcher (Assistant Professor – Nursery 
Production and Sustainability) and Christina Jennings 
(Research Assistant) – Tennessee State University, Otis 
L. Floyd Nursery Research Center, McMinnville, TN

Fig 1 – Horseweed infestation in a gravel nursery container pad.

Fig 3 – Mature horseweed flower panicles with seeds attached.
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Fig. 2 – Horseweed at three growth stages (A: Seedling, B: Rosette, and C: Bolting)
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Herbicide Tolerance 
and Resistance in Horseweed

Post-emergent herbicides are the most com- 
mon method for controlling horseweed in 
crop production, yet effective control is 
difficult to achieve due to tolerance and 
resistance to certain herbicides such as gly- 
phosate (e.g., Roundup® and Gly-4 Plus®). 
Herbicide tolerance is the natural inherent 
ability of a plant species to survive herbicide 
treatment having a specific mode of action. 
Herbicide tolerance can result from a 
number of factors including physical leaf 
surfaces and structures that prevent herbicide 
absorption, rapid herbicide degradation 
within the plant, and absence of molecular 
sites for binding of the herbicide. Some 
horseweed plants may have levels of natural 
tolerance to glyphosate, so efficacy will vary 
due to application rate and horseweed 
growth stage. 

In a study conducted at the Tennessee 
State University Otis L. Floyd Nursery 
Research Center (TSU-NRC), we evaluated 
glyphosate (Gly-4 Plus®) application rate 
(1, 5, or 10 qt/acre) for survival of horse- 
weed at the three growth stages 21 days 
after treatment (Fig. 4). At 1 qt/acre, 
more than 60% of the plants survived, 
regardless of growth stage. At 5 qt/acre, 
glyphosate provided good control for seed- 
lings (only 3% survival) but provided poor 
control efficacy to the rosette (40% survival) 
and bolting (65% survival) stages. Although 
less than 10% of the plants survived at the 
10 qt/acre rate, glyphosate is not labeled as 
a broadcast spray at that rate and was only 
included for comparison.

Different from herbicide tolerance, 
herbicide resistance is the inherited ability 
(natural or artificially introduced) of a plant 
to survive an herbicide treatment that would 
typically kill a wild type plant. The devel- 
opment and widespread use of genetically 
modified herbicide resistant crops (Example: 
Roundup® Ready corn and soybean) has 
led to increased incidents and spread of 
herbicide-resistant weeds. The repeated use 
in the same fields across time of chemical 
active ingredients, like glyphosate, that work 
with a single mode of action, has led to 
selection for plants, including horseweed, 
that can survive and reproduce after gly- 
phosate treatments. Glyphosate-resistant 
horseweed has been identified in 25 states, 
including Tennessee, and has spread into 
nurseries (Fig. 5).

Feature Story

Fig. 4 – Survival (%) of horseweed at three growth stages (seedling, rosette, and bolting) 
after glyphosate application (0, 1, 5 or 10 qt/acre). Treatments with different letters 
(within each growth stage) are significantly different at P < 0.05.

Fig. 5 – Glyphosate-resistant horseweed in a nursery field after glyphosate application. 
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Pre-emergent herbicides labeled for 
horseweed control include indaziflam 
(Marengo), isoxaben (Gallery SC), 
flumioxazin (SureGuard), and oryzalin 
(Surflan A.S.), while additional products 
have shown excellent control based on re- 
search trials at the TSU-NRC and include 
prodiamine (Barricade 4FL) and simazine 
(Princep). 

An Option for Alternative 
Post-emergent Herbicides

Glyphosate is widely used for controlling 
actively growing weeds in field-grown nurs- 
ery stock, yet alternative weed management 
strategies must be adopted to effectively 
control horseweed. Glufosinate (Finale®) 
is labeled for use in nurseries and controls 
glyphosate-resistant weeds including horse- 
weed, but it works best on small (<6 inch 
tall) annual weeds and has low efficacy 
on perennial weeds due to reduced trans- 
location compared to glyphosate. Although 
glufosinate is an acceptable alternative to 
glyphosate, the widespread adoption of a 
glufosinate-resistant soybean (LibertyLink) 
can be expected to ultimately result in new 
glufosinate-resistant weeds. Another gly- 
phosate alternative to consider is diquat 
(Reward®), but this product is a contact 
herbicide (burn down) and provides no 
systemic activity.

Best Management Practices 
for Managing Horseweed 

in Nurseries
Small horseweed plants can be controlled 
with light cultivation, yet frequent cultiva- 
tion is not recommended due to the detri- 
mental effects on soil quality including 
compaction and increased erosion. The 
most effective method for controlling horse- 
weed in nursery crop production is by 
preventing seed germination and seedling 
establishment while minimizing seed pro- 
duction and dispersal. First, control actively 
growing weeds while in the rosette stage 
(< 6 inches tall) and prior to flowering by 
using an effective post-emergent herbicide. 
Be sure to use a shielded sprayer to prevent 
contact with crop leaves and bark. Next, 
apply pre-emergent herbicides in a narrow 
band to each side of the nursery row 
to prevent horseweed seed germination. 
Applications need to be made by early 
August to control fall-germinating seeds 
and again in late winter to prevent spring- 
germinating seeds. Additionally, middles 
of nursery production rows and nursery 
border areas should be mowed periodi- 
cally to prevent flowering of horseweed 
and other troublesome weeds that may 
be present. In general, these practices 
can be used to control most herbaceous 
annual weeds commonly found in field- 
grown nurseries.

For More Information
If you are a nursery crop producer and sus- 
pect the presence of an herbicide-resistant 
weed in the nursery or need assistance with 
developing a weed management plan for 
your nursery, please contact the TSU Nurs- 
ery Production and Sustainability Program 
(Anthony Witcher; awitcher@tnstate.edu).
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pring 2020 has been a challenging and busy time for 
Tennesseans. The tornados that struck the Nashville area 
overnight on 2–3 March and Chattanooga area overnight 

on 12 April left homes, landscapes, and businesses in shambles. 
All of the first responders, electricians, and caregivers who worked 
and volunteered their help with the tornado relief effort deserve 
our gratitude and to be honored for their selfless work. This is 
no less true for Tennessee’s Master Gardeners who shared more 
than 140 hours in service and drove more than 750 miles to 
pitch in on those efforts.

One Hamilton County Master Gardener helped a co-worker 
by loading up his car with masks, food, and drinks for first 
responders and aid relief workers. “I had to maneuver around lots 
of road blocks and followed many detours, only to be stymied just 
block away from my destination!” After winding his way through 
back roads and neighborhoods without a detailed map and no 
internet service to help, he finally arrived and got started removing 
debris. Over the course of his service, he and others got many 
scratches and scrapes while contributing where and what they 
could: sawing down trees, dragging branches to clear roads, and 
picking up mementos that were scattered throughout neighbor- 
hoods. “Words don’t adequately describe the utter destruction, but 
I will never forget the determination in each worker’s face to do 
what had to be done and the compassion they showed to everyone.”

Master Gardeners contributed in other ways as well:

•  Bringing desserts to the Cumberland Presbyterian Church in 
thanks to the out-of-state electricians who had driven in to 
restore power. 

•  Working with an area small business, Southern Star on Signal 
Mountain, to provide full meals, desserts and a couple of 
gallons of tea for two of the group homes who were without 
power in the tornado damaged area. 

•  A Master Gardener who is also a TN Valley Association 
Beekeeper removed a colony of bees from a downed tree in 
East Ridge after the tornado. 

•  Master Gardeners worked with Samaritan’s Purse in East 
Brainerd on two Saturdays to clear debris from affected 
residents’ yards.

•  Another Master Gardener served food at the JA Henry 
Branch YMCA and also helped pack 1000 meals for school 
age children. 

These experiences left lasting impressions. “We worked 
alongside so many from the community and from other cities and 
states as well. It was so humbling to begin to help the homeowners 
sort through their belongings or clear their homes from the rubble. 
Many were still in shock, but most were so thankful. Despite having 
lost so much, they were rejoicing to be alive and to have their family 
beside them. It really put things in perspective for sure”.

Another Master Gardener shared that “I’ve been able to get 
to three homes that were impacted by the storm. I’ve counted those 
hours as service hours. I didn’t take pictures at those places in respect 
of the people who lived there.”

Tennessee’s Master Gardeners have risen to the challenge of 
COVID-19, too. They’ve put their effort into mask making by 
donating more than 250 hours of service by just the first of May. 
An army of Master Gardener quilting ‘buddies’ has made more 
than 500 masks in all different kinds and patterns. Some masks 
were sewn with pouches to insert filters, and these took about 
30 minutes each to make. Masks were sent to Dr. Lisa Smith, 
a Pediatric Surgeon at Erlanger Children’s Hospital, while 
others went to the Memorial Hospital, the Dialysis Center, The 
Chattanooga Allergy Center, and area nursing homes in Soddy 
Daisy, TN. Other masks were sent to veterinarians in Ohio and 
to family and friends around the world…some masks traveling 
as far as Japan.

“So many requests for these masks. [We] made many masks 
with gardening in mind: with butterflies!” When stores ran 
short on fabric, Master Gardener Volunteers got creative. “We 
started using t-shirt material to make the masks and that worked 
fine as long as they were 100% cotton.” Recognizing that nurses 
were struggling with elastic that was hurting their ears, Master 
Gardeners also began adding headpiece connectors in the back 
of the mask. “Mask making was a good activity to stay busy and 
sane during these weird times!”

One Master Gardener couple also bought 80 individually 
wrapped cookies from the Signal Mountain Cookie Lady, 
which helped a local business hurt by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and provided a sweet “Thank You” to the aid workers who 
received them. 

Feature Story

Tennessee’s Master Gardeners 
Demonstrate their Volunteer Spirit 
with Help in Area-wide Tornado and COVID-19 Relief

By Tom Stebbins, UT/TSU Extension Agent (Hamilton County), with Bill Klingeman, UT Plant Sciences Department

S

Pictured at right: Photo 1 – Delivering food in areas with 
tornado damage. Photo 2 – A beehive saved after a tornado 
Photo 3 (A, B, C) – Many masks were made in response to 
COVID needs
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ate in January 2020, headlines across New Zealand and 
a few other countries read “Swiss Cheese Plant Sells for 
$5000 ($3200 US).” Journalists were quick to report on 

the price paid for a houseplant. The plant, Monstera deliciosa 
‘Albo Variegata’ a variegated version of a relatively common 
houseplant was sold online after 182 bids.

Although Aloe vera often trends towards the top of the most 
googled houseplants every year, Monstera deliciosa, a plant grown 
primarily for its unique foliage, has easily become the houseplant 
of the year. Native from Mexico south to Panama, monstera (or 
Swiss cheese plant) has captured the imagination of a new set 
of gardeners.

If you keep up on social media networks like Instagram, 
you can search #monstera and see over 1M photos; search 
#swisscheeseplant and you will get another 37K posts. A search 
of other hashtags like #plantofinstagram or #plantstagram will 
return photo after photo of monstera. And by the way, if you 
were wondering, #monsteramonday is also a thing you can 
post about. 

Younger gardeners across the country have gotten the plant 
collecting bug and houseplants seem to be their obsession. This 
all makes sense as many younger people, particularly in cities 
are apartment dwellers. Millennials (born between 1981–1996) 
seem to be leading the way in the new resurgence of houseplant 
popularity. A characteristic of the generation seems to be a focus 
on health and wellness – and many of them are finding wellness 
in the restorative properties of plants.

L

#Monstera:
Opportunities for Retailers to 

Cash in on Online Trends
By Andy Pulte

Plants grow best indoors in indirect sunlight. Water pots when 
the top 1" of soil becomes dry. When watering, move to a sink, 
bathtub, or even outside in the shade on a warm day. Water the 
substrate until water starts to drain from the bottom of your pot. 
When you return the plant to its original spot, make sure water 
does not sit in its saucer, which can result in root-rot. Reduce 
watering during winter months when the plant is not growing 
as quickly. Fertilize your plant once a month between spring 
and summer following label directions for the fertilizer you are 
using. Larger leaves can collect dust and should be wiped with 
a damp cloth periodically.

Helping Customers Care for Monstera

Feature Story
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Retail…Ready, or Not?

I spoke about monstera with several retail nurseries that sell 
houseplants across the state.  With the amount of online activity 
surrounding this plant, you would expect a flurry of complemen- 
tary activity at brick and mortar nurseries. Many responded that 
they “sell some” but have not had a flood of customers asking for 
the plant. A likely reason is that those who are posting pictures 
of their favorite plant are not buying it in a retail store. They are 
paying big bucks to have them shipped directly to their door, 
often willing to pay $25 or more plus shipping for the most 
common straight species of the plant in a 4" pot.

Some retail outlets that have put effort into their social media 
platforms like Instagram are seeing their posts translate into 
customers showing up in their nursery. One such retailer is 
Hewitt Garden & Design Center in Franklin, TN. I reached out 
to Jesse Hewitt, who helps manage social media for their nursery 
and asked him specifically about monstera. He indicated that 
many customers are asking for unique, hard to find varieties. 
“As the variegated trend has picked up, we consistently have 
people coming into our store searching for ‘Thai Constellation’ 
and ‘Albo Variegata’ varieties of monstera. But unfortunately, 
those are really only grown by a few niche growers at the moment 
– and they sell direct to consumers online. But the classic green 
Monstera deliciosa is still ever popular with our customers. It 
is a staple houseplant that I love to suggest to newcomers just 
starting out.”

Keep Tabs on the Customer’s Pulse 
for New Plant Interest

This article, which moves at the speed of print, is by no means a 
call to stock up on Swiss-cheese plant. Quite the opposite, it is 
a call to pay attention to what is happening in the virtual world 
across different customer bases. There is an emerging surge of 
new gardeners that are unique in their buying and customer 
behavior. If you don’t have a plan to reach them, you may be 
leaving sales on the table. It takes time, but cautiously respond- 
ing to how consumer interests are evolving online becomes more 
important every year. 

Feature Story

The genus name Monstera, in Monstera deliciosa, 
is derived from the Latin word for “monstrous” 
or “abnormal” and refers to the large leaves with 
natural holes and large plant size. The specific epithet 
(second part of the scientific name) deliciosa means 
“delicious,” and this refers to the edible fruit that 
has been described as tasting like a combination of 
a banana and a pineapple.
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TENNESSEE 
GREEN INDUSTRY 

CELEBRATION
Thursday, September 10th, 5:00 p.m. at NYP Corporation

340 McBrides Lane  •  McMinnville, TN 37110

The TNLA and MTNA boards would like to invite you to the

We will have our annual business meetings, awards presentations, a live band, and 
food trucks in an outdoor banquet-type atmosphere. If the weather is uncooperative 
we’ll move into the large, open warehouse space. We are also working on an online 

educational series for those needing pesticide points to replace the education 
that normally occurs during the trade show.

Please follow us on Facebook and Instagram for all of the latest 
information and check www.tngie.com for updates.

HRI Golf Classic date and location 
is currently TBD with more information to follow soon.

MTNA Clay Shoot will be held on 
August 15th at the Prairie Shooters Club in Hillsboro. 

Contact Ann Halcomb at 931-507-7322 for more information.

AFFILIATE  •  UT Extension – Knox County  •  Lee Rumble
400 W. Main Street., Suite 50  •  Knoxville, TN  37902

ASSOCIATE  •  Husqvarna Professional Products  •  David Waugh
9335 Harris Corners Pkwy, Suite 500  •  Charlotte, NC  28265

ACTIVE  •  Triple C Nursery  •  Tommy Culwell
597 Davis Road  •  Smithville, TN  37166

Welcome New Members

POSTPONED

POSTPONED






